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ONLINE LESSONS 
In response to the department of education's 
recommendations and in order to act 
responsibly we have shifted our one to one 
tuition to video/online tuition until further 
notice. We taught a great number of online 
lessons this week and they were a great success! 

“Thank you for making this happen for all our kids to 
continue to promote normality as much as we can in 
these strange days.” - Suzanne

“Elena was delighted and I really think it’s fantastic 
how FAM makes it work. All the children miss their 
activities, which bring them a lot of joy and 
happiness. So it’s great to have the online learning experience for them. Keeps routine going, they are interacting and 
learning something new and also to adapt to the current situation. Well done to everyone involved keeping the 
lessons going!” - Anett

“Tom really enjoyed the session and Joanne really enjoyed being involved in the session too so she can better support 
him with his practice. Great idea - thank you!” - Mark

We believe that students can receive an excellent level of tuition online. It’s a way you can help 
make this temporary shift as smooth and productive as possible. It is a fantastic opportunity to use in 
this time to develop as a musician and we encourage all students to practise and enjoy music 
making at home. If you want any advice on home practise techniques please do not hesitate to contact 
us. All you will need is a quiet room, a phone / laptop and a good internet connection. 

Our teachers are excited to make this experience as fun, exciting and productive as possible. We 
are also sending out little video updates on how to tune your instruments for lessons (guitar, ukulele, 
violin), how to warm up your body & instrument and what practicing techniques work best at home.

If you're interested in signing up for online lessons, please send an email to 
lea@fingalacademyofmusic.com or sarah@fingalacademyofmusic.com and we will organise 
your teacher's way of contacting you for your online lesson. (Whatsapp video call / Skype / Zoom).
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TY STUDENT HELPS OUT AT FAM 
From the 24th - 29th February, Dáire Grant 
joined FAM for his work placement. You can read 
his full report on our blog HERE. Enjoy a little 
excerpt below:

"My name is Dáire Grant. I am a Transition Year 
student and I applied to complete my work 
experience in Fingal Academy of Music in February 
2020. I really enjoyed myself. It has been one of the 
most educational and enjoyable weeks of my life.

I really like giving kids the experience of playing 
the guitar because it has improved my life 
drastically and to help kids learn that skill is very 
rewarding. So my favourite part of the experience 
was probably helping Sarah and Graham out with 
the guitar lessons.

The week was what I expected, but it was also what I didn’t expect. 

In my mind, I pictured myself helping out with music lessons and doing some office work but I also 
got to sit in on multiple meetings that allowed me to learn some seriously important life skills that 
will come in very helpful.

During this week, I really learned a lot about myself. I learned how enjoyable it was to work in music 
and how rewarding it is to pass your knowledge onto others so they can experience all the good things 
music can bring your way.”

READ THE FULL REPORT HERE 

FAM RECITAL #2 ON 28TH FEBRUARY 

On 28th of February, our second FAM Recital 
of this term took place. It was a great success with 
lots of first time performers! Hats off !

Our Recital Series is very important to us. It gives 
all of our students, from all ages and skill levels, 
the opportunity to perform new pieces in a 
creative, warm and supportive setting, which we 
believe is very important. Well done to everybody 
that performed!
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CPD IN SCHOOLS 
Fingal Academy of Music delivers Continuous 
Professional Development (CPD) training for 
schools across Fingal and beyond.

The Musician-in-Residence programme 
through Fingal County Council Arts Office has 
been a wonderful opportunity for various 
schools to receive match funding for the 
provision of tailored music lessons in their 
schools.

On Tuesday 3 March, FAM co-founder Dónal Kearney visited Powerstown Educate Together National 
School (Blanchardstown) and on Friday 6 March, he visited Holywell Educate Together National 
School (Swords). Both schools are part of the Fingal Arts Musician-in-Residence programme.

“Dónal from Fingal Academy of Music visited the teachers at Powerstown 
Educate Together National school for teacher training in music. This is 
supported by Fingal County Council and it was highly beneficial for us.”

“Dónal set up a friendly and encouraging environment where the teachers 
felt that they could express their strengths and weaknesses regarding the 
music curriculum. We were active in our learning and we had a lot of 
fun!”

“The content was extremely useful and appropriate and we hope to have 
Dónal back again soon.”

READ THE FULL BLOG HERE 

FAM WINTER GALA ON 16 
FEBRUARY 
On Sunday the 16th of February, FAM hosted their annual Winter 
Gala. We were delighted to welcome a great number of performers and 
some very special pieces of music. The gala took place in the project 
room at the on the Malahide Castle Visitor Centre. It was a wonderful, 
warm and fun evening with beautiful music ranging from classical and 
traditional to pop and rock, featuring singers, pianists, violinists, cellists, 
guitarists and more. Congratulations to everyone involved! 
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WE ARE STILL TAKING BOOKINGS 
FOR OUR EASTER CAMP  

FAM are currently still taking bookings for our 2 Easter Music Camps in Balbriggan and Malahide. 
We will decide the week beforehand if they will go ahead or not. 

Our first camp will be taking place in Malahide Rugby Club from the 6th - 9th April. Our second 
camp will be taking place in the Flemington Community Centre in Balbriggan from 14th - 17th of 
April. 

The camp is for kids aged 7 - 12. They will get to try out lots of instruments, including percussion, 
ukulele, piano, guitar and drums. There will be plenty of singing and loads of musical games! It's 
always an amazingly fun week! 

Book the Malahide Camp HERE 

Book the Balbriggan Camp HERE  

LAUNCH OF IRISH INSTITUTE OF 
MUSIC & SONG - PODCASTS 

The IIMS podcast is for anyone looking for the very latest learnings in music education. In 
conversations with performers, academics and educators, we strive for an innovative and playful 

approach to music education. The podcasts are curated by Dónal Kearney in Dublin, Ireland.

CLICK HERE to listen to all of our newest podcast episodes.
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